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Evidence based medicine: a movement in crisis?

Trisha Greenhalgh and colleagues argue that, although evidence based medicine has had many
benefits, it has also had some negative unintended consequences. They offer a preliminary agenda
for the movement’s renaissance, refocusing on providing useable evidence that can be combined
with context and professional expertise so that individual patients get optimal treatment

BMJ 2014;348:93725 doi: 10.1136/bmj.g3725 (Published 13 June 2014)

Box 1: Crisis in evidence based medicine?

The evidence based “quality mark” has been misappropriated by vested interests

The volume of evidence, especially clinical guidelines, has become unmanageable

Statistically significant benefits may be marginal in clinical practice

Inflexible rules and technology driven prompts may produce care that is management driven rather than patient centred

Evidence based guidelines often map poorly to complex multimorbidity
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